
 
 
 
 
 
Town of Taghkanic Conservation Advisory Committee  
Minutes: July 16, 2015 
Attended: Valerie Hoffman, Joyce Thompson, Anna Kadish, Moisha Blechman, Zita 
Kobos, Sally Walker, Charlene Paden and Larry Kadish 
 
Guest: Ingrid Haeckel (NYSDEC – Hudson River Estuary Program) 
 
Committee business was briefly discussed up front to make time for Ingrid’s 
presentation on How to Do a Natural Resource Inventory. 
 
Culvert Inventory: Anna reported that she emailed Andrew Meyer regarding the 
upcoming inventory activities. She did not receive a response yet. 
 
Town Insurance for CAC: Anna reported that if the CAC committee chair is not an 
elected Town official, the Town insurance will cover CAC activities. Therefore, no 
change needed. 
 
Climate Change Resolution: Anna reported that the Town of Taghkanic passed the 
resolution. 
 
GIS (Geographic Information System): John Roberts will attend the next CAC 
meeting to discuss Taghkanic’s GIS mapping procedures/capabilities and how it 
relates to CAC functions and future projects. 
 
Future Nature Walks/Explorations in Taghkanic: The committee is considering 
possible sites for future guided walks in the town this Fall.  
 
Three possible private properties with many diverse features were discussed: 
 
1- Valerie Hoffman’s 50 acres includes wetlands and elevations; 
 
2- Gita Kobos’ 87 acres includes a heron rookery and several bird species 
(Bobolinks); 
 
3- Sam Pratt’s 400 acres on Hoyle Road includes several types of ferns. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Timing: Late September through the middle of October  
 
Who would guide?: To be discussed. Perhaps Conrad and Claudia?  
 
Ingrid’s talk: Getting started on a Natural Resource Inventory  
 
Ingrid took us through the basic steps involved in organizing a NR inventory were 
briefly presented: Establish a work group, determine the scope of the project, review 
existing documents/maps, develop an outline and timeline, develop a budget and 
scope of work, publicize and solicit public input.  
 
Our discussion focused mainly on three important questions:  
 
----Who will do the work?  
----The working group will need to devote many hours to this task over several years.  
----Town support is necessary and Ingrid could present an overview to the Town 
boards to gauge          commitment. 
----How do determine what information is already available and what new 
information needs to be          collected?  
-----How do we receive grant monies to cover the expense of a consultant? The Town 
needs to be           registered with NYS to receive certain grants (e.g. Hudson River 
Estuary grants,                         Greenway grants) 
 
Next Meeting:    
 
The Committee was left to ponder this information and discuss further at the next 
scheduled meeting on Thursday August 20th. Our agenda will include: GIS with 
John Roberts; planning a guided autumn walk, further discussion on whether and 
how to proceed with an NR Inventory. 

 


